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but we hatl a pleasant time in Paris. Don't
you th'nk so. Mrs. Davis?"
Senator Davis's wife did think so with

emphasis and animation, and after that
President Day would discuss nothing but
the weather, the harbor and the friends
thpy made abroad.
Senator Frye. of Maine, and Whitelaw

Reid, editor of the Tribune, stood togetherlooking over the side. "I can say nothingfo? publication," said Whitelaw Reid. and
he repeated this to one of Ills own reportema moment later, "The Commission does
not eonsidor that it is discharged of its
obligation to refrain from discussing its
work until the President has its report."Then he moved away.

1 rjye Has N .> Qgubts
Senator Frye was shown the published

account of the treaty, and. -after looking it
over, found a seat for Mrs. Frye and
squared himself to be Interviewed. He is
used to It.

"I suppose," said his Questioner, "that
the treaty is now virtually the agreement
between the nations'."

"1 suppose so," said the Senator, "exceptfor the formal ratification. I anticipateno difficulty about that. According to
this publication, the consent of the SpanishCortes is not equired. The Queen
Regent agrees for Spain, and the Senate
and President for the United States.
"I ear tell you how tve came to arrive at

\ae treaty m its present form, but, of
course, there are some matters of which
we may not speak at present Not that
concealment is necessary, but the requirementsof the case demand it as a matter
of courtesy.

"In the first place, the Spanish Commissioners,through their president, Montero
RIon, met us with a proposition like this:
Now. gentlemen, the T'nited States will
evacuate Manila and withdraw the Americanlegions and navy from the PhilippineIslands. Give up the control of the customsof the islands and then we will considerthe peace negotiations, and I am sure
we shall finish them quickly and amicably.'
"Without commenting on this proposition,I will say that we were surprised at the

cheerful confidence of Senor Itlos. He Is a
remarkable man, the ntost astute statesman
we met abroad.
"Through President Day we expressed
ur surprise and told them how impossible
men a uemanu was.''

Spanish Fought Bitterly.*
'Wasn't this just a Spanish bluff, given

vith the idea that if they demanded a great
deal they might get a very little?" he was

aalted.
Ton are as competent to judge of that

as I. They certainly fought hard on their
side. We refused, and they urged and they
backed and tilled and finally submitted.
"That was a sample of the proceedings.

Every proposition was fought by the
Spaniards as if it represented the last
ditch of their defences and there was a
precipice behind. The two propositions on
which they made the hardest tight were
th»- Philippine matter and the Cuban debt.
"They demanded that we assume the entireCuban debt, and they held to It to

the verge of breaking ofT negotiations.
There was present In Paris the president
of the Spanish Campagnla Transatlantique,n Marquis. He is the chief owner
of the line, and he inspired the Spanish
commissioners with the idea that they
might give up everything else, so long as
they did not yield on the proposition that
Americans must pay the Cuban bbuds.

At the Breaking Point.
"The Marquis said to them, 'Give up

what you please, but the Cuban debt must
be assumed by the Americans.' I have been
told that this Marnnis holds a Inrsre nnni-

ber of Cuban bonds, and their payment or

repudiation meant to him a huge fortune
or bankruptcy.
"Their stuuchness on this subject made

it appear that they gave up the sovereigntyof Cuba and Porto Rico without a
real effort of resistance.

We argued with them for days, and
finally had to give them to understand
flatly that first or last the T'nlted States
would assume no debt excepting perhapswhere it represented improvements, and
that certainly the Cnited States would
never think of paying the Cuban debt.
"This position caused a split and rt halt

in the joint commission. Three separate J
times they apparently withdrew and ijt
seemed each time as if negotiations innst
end and the war go on.

,"Finally we delivered to them an ulti-
ma turn. They must, without more discus-
sfon. meet our terms or the negotiations
would be broken off and Spain would haVe
to bear the bitter consequences. They took
time to consider, and rlie next day they acceptedour terms, and the negotiations oro-
ceeded to a rapid close.

Rios a Great Man.
"Our work In Paris inspired me with a

great admiration for Rios. He is certainly
an able man, one of the ablest I know. 1
would not be understood as deprecating the
quality of the other Spanish Commissioners.but they acted through Rios, and certainlymen nt their disadvantage uever had
a stronger spokesman." ,

"Your relations with the Spanish Commissionerswere particularly cordial", we
have been given to understand."
"Cordiality," mused the Senator. "I
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4-f CHAIRflTAJV WILLIAM R. DAYUntilour report has been made public b;
4. mission at. an end. It remains with the
+ we nave done. It: is natural to assume t
T our efForts approved, and some think tl
± we started out to accomplish,
-t- SENATOR WTLLMM P. FRYE./

£ sioners, through President Rios, said tha
Manila and remove all our forces from th
be able to complete the peace negotiatio

£ proposition, but most fiercely did they <

4 and the Philippines. Three times it seer
be broken off, but each time the Span

£ course, told them that the United States
4- for municipal improvements or some such
£ the Cuban debt.

£ AVHITELAW RE-ID.I cannot say
-4 Commission has decided that our mission i

£ to the President and have been discharg
SENATOR t'lSHMAN K. DAVIS.

4 and exact outline of what America want
determined, even in face of a possible

4 intentions of the American Governineni
negotiations with the Spanish Commlssio

^ to get, but more.

4 SBX.tTOR GEORGE GRAY.I am i

and, therefore, from talking about its <

^ the subject of expansion, and will expr<
-f that William Jennings Bryan favors the
+ that Mr. Carnegie is also out against ex]^ the conservative citizens of the country^ treaty leaves our hands free to do as we

Philippines rests with us. We can keep
and just to us.

-4- Senator Gray, when asked about the
to receive $100,000 each for their service

"The matter of compensation is doi
4 people's attention than that of the Conn
+ the Commission es-er gave the subject a
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umu>,\ i-iiu il luai. veneer corn*- <
tesy, if you like. You must remember, my 2dear sir, tbat wiiefui the < "ommlesioBCrs at tSpain became Peace Commissioners to meet t
the Americans in conclave that Spain t
owned an Empire in the West Indies. To- c
day she has not a foot of soil there that t
she may cull her own. e
"The Spanish Commissioners realized i

keenly that some such result would he the a
issue of our meeting, and that was not a
pleasant prospect or one that would incline t
them to cordiality. 1

No Pretence of Cordiality !
"They were very polite, courteous to the 1

extreme. But there was no pretence of' *

cordiality or act of hospitality naturally. 0
When it was all over the American Am- n
bassador to France gave a dinner to the *
Joint Commission. This eourtesv and complimentwas not returned by the Spanish vAmbassador at "Paris. Xor could we say sthere was any particular cordiality toward vthe American's on the part of the French. s"The French papers attacked the Commissionersat every opportunity, editoriallyand otherwise." ! i.
"But you enjoyed your visit to Paris?" j""We enjoyed performing our duty sue- .ces.sfully. We were very busy. It was not «

a holiday occasion for any of us. I visited 0the tomb of Napoleon and one other of the jsights, but that was all the opportunity I t]had." \\Thinks Spain Will Repudiate. h
"The United States having refused to

assume the hundreds of millions of ('"Hnrs ;,,
of the Cuban debt. Senator Frye, wLat do w
you think Spain will do with it?"
"I think she will repudiate the debt. ''

Of course, that is only an opinion."Senator (tray. of Delaware, is the only M
Democrat on the Commission. He would 11

rot talk politics; but the question whether '*

expansion would be a feature <>f the next!01
Presidential campaign tempted him a little.
"f rim ii Pnmr.(*rfl t " lio until T CJ1

have strong views on the subject of expausion.and I will proclaim tnose views 1,1
In the Senate. I do not care to do so P1
now. Having been away. T am not in as
jood position to judge what the important
issues of the next campaign will be. as
persons who have been able to follow r>
events at home."
"You know. Senator, that Mr. Bryan Is

in favor of a ratification of the treaty. sibut is In the forefront of opposition to ex- ..

pnnsion." - 11
"Yes; I have >nrd that." is
"And I suppose you know that Andrew

Carnegie, for example, has joined with him
jn that issue." D

All with the People.
"I have no doubt," said the Senator, p

'that a great number of the conservative O
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IIONERS SAY.
We are still on a diplomatic' mission,
r the President we do not consider our
President and Senate to validity what
hat we worked with a view to having >
iat we have accomplished as much as +

T

It the beginning: tiie Spanish Oommis-
t the first step was for us to evacuate ^
ie Philippines, aud that then we should -

ns in short order. They fought every 4
contest the matter of the Cuban debt ^
ned as if the peace negotiations would ->
isJi Commissioners gave in. We, of
woxild assume no indebtedness, except
mutter. I believe Spain will repudiate >

anything for publication, because the ^
s not concluded until we have reported 4ed.+
We were sent over with a very clear- 4
ed of Spain, and the Commission was

renewal of the war, to carry out the ^
I am pleased to say that in our +

ners we got not only what we set out ^
lebarred from talking about the treaty, >
effect. I have very decided views on ^
ss them in the Senate. I have heard
treaty, but Is against expansion, and +

pension. Doubtless a large number of ^bold this view on the sub.leet. The ',4ehnose.The future disposition of the jvthem or dispose of them as seems fit ^
report that the Commissioners were +

s, said: +
lbtless engaging more of some other ^nissloners. I doubt if any member of 4moment'sthought."

itlzens of the country take that view,
tfy own position on the matter, as I have
old, I will express in the Seuate. The
reaty we have Just made, if ratified, binds
IS to nothillir til this ro*!lfH mho rlooHnr
>f the Philippines is in our hands, to dovlth them what seems fl1. and just, and
xpedient. The eountry will have its will
n this regard. The people have the say,t the last."
The next question made the Senator and
lomuiisstoner smile. It related to the retortsthat two of the Commissioners were
o receive a fee of .$100,000 for their ser

ieesabroad. It was asked tentatively,
est the personal nature of it should ofend.
"I am sure," said Senator Gray, "that
ther people are bothering la great deal
tore about that than the Commissioners,
do not think any one of us has given the
ubjeot a thought."
Senator Cusbnian K. Davis, of Minnesota,
/as. also disposed to be reticent on theteainer yesterday. He was asked as to
rhat hgitfe Agoncillo, the'Philippine repreentatixecf Aguinnldo, bad cut before the
'ommission.
He answered: 'Agoncillo never appearedefore the Commission. He came to see
ie several times in relation to it; but he
ever ine> the Commission formally. On
is visits to me he asked how he shouldbtain a hearing, and I advised liiiu that
e should write a letter to the President of
Ue (.'ommission stating what representaoilshe desired Jo make and requesting a
caring should lie desire it. He was mix-
>v.s to be heard. I thought, but he sent
0 'ettor. Iu his conversation to nie he
ever got so far along as to tell ine tvhat heishetl to ask for."
The attention of Senator Davis was called
> a published interview with President!lontero Itios. of the Spanish Commission.
1 which Senor Itios was quoted as deolar>.gthat the Spaniards had simply suhinit

ilto greater force: that the Commissionf which he was the head had to deal with
ii implacable enemy and an upstart conneror.and that the terms of the treatyere dictated entirely on the theory thatiglit makes richt and without reference torinclplcs of generosity or honor.

Rios a Gentleman
Senator Davis said he did not believei
io> had been correctly quoted.
"If Rios said that he Is a fool." was the
rong sentence of the reply. "It is not
ke him to make any such statement. He
an able man and a gentleman."
On the way across the ocean Senator
avis was more outspokeu on the subjectf the work in which he had a part. At
ie concert and dinner given on board last
hursday for the benefit of the Seamen's
rphanage he presided,_ and, according to1
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- passengers who heard him, he made a
speech In this wise:
*

"We were sent over there with a clear
- and direct outline of what America wanted
from Spain. And the commission was determinedthat not even possibility of the
renewal of war would deter it from carryingout its Instructions. All along the SpanishCommissioners opposed our every deimand, and at one time it seemed as if negotiationswould be broken off. But Spain
snw the futility of fighting finally, and concededeverything at the last.the Cuban
debt, the rbillppines and all.

Davis for Expansion.
"It is the manifest destiny of America to

extend her possessions and trade in the
East. We have no alternative, having obtainedthese possessions; we must retain
them."
He concluded: "There is no question that

our nation iv competent to fulfil the trust
that has fallen to it. Of our own pnrt in
this work we are proud. "We not only got
all we were sent to P"rls to get, but mSrcf*
The ladies of the party, and there are

many of them, all expressed themselves as
delighted with their experiences in Paris.
"We all stayed together at the Contl-

nnntnl T-T/-» + ^l '* col.l T «-U5. 1-

we nil hnd a very pleasant time. Our bus-
bands being occupied; we naturally bad a
good deal of time to ourselves and we saw
Paris thoroughly.
"Most of us spent the greater part of our

time in the shops. Paris is a paradlSe to
shop in. I personally visited friends, and
everywhere we went we were kindly treated.The French press was very discourteous.but an easy way to avoid the annoyancein that direction was not to "rend
the papers. And that plan most of us
adopted."
Tne Commission party consisted of thirtyfourpersons in all. With PresidentTi'ay

was Mrs. Day; with Senator Davis. Mrs.
Davis; with Senator Frve, Mrs. Fryof with
Senator Dray, Mrs. Gray and the two
Misses Gray, and with Wliitelaw Reid,Mrs. lleid and Miss Reld. *

Besides there were Arthur W. Fergusson,the American interpreter, with his wife and
son: Dr. J. Rodriguez, translator, and Mrs.
Rodriguez; W. FT Spears, a French interpreter;Frank BTanuegan and Mrs. Brannegan,the disbursing agent; Rutherford Calvin,attache, and Professor Moore, secretaryand counsellor, with two assistant secretaries,and a dark-background of valets,maids, etc.

PRESIDENT GETS THE
TREATY ON CHRISTMAS EVE.

Judge Day, for the Commission, Pre- i
sents the Document in the

Blue Room.

Washington, Dec. 24..President McKin-
ley received from the American I'eace Com-
mission late this afternoon the treaty of
peace between the United States and Spain. 1
In presenting this momentous document,

Judge Day, as chairman of the Commission,
said it represented the earnest efforts of ;

the American representatives at Paris, and
it was submitted with the hope that it
would redound to the peaee, credit and
glory of the American nation. 1

Accepting the ireaty from the hands of 1

'Judge Day. tIre President responded with
heartfelt thanks and congratulations to the
Commission as a body and to the members
individually.
The Commission arrived here from New

York on a special train at 4:20 *\ ni.
John R. Moore, late Assistant Secretaryof State and h-gal adviser of the Coiuniis-

muicu u mi iiiui .1 miKf jriuwn ieamer
case. containing the treaty.
Judge Bay was the first to grasp the *

President's hand at the White House; then t
followed the personal exchanges. In the jmeantime Mr. Moore and his precious haghad arrived In the outer corridor. Before 1
going inside Mr. Moore opened the cu8e jand from it took the ti eaty. which is in a jmorocco Wilding about the size of a large ,

encyclopedia. Then, joining Senator Gray. jthey proceeded together to the private ve's- '

tlbulc. Mr. Moore carrying the treaty un- 1
der his arm. '

All the niemiiers of the Commission being :l

now assembled, the President led the way e
to the blue room. 0
Besides the President. Secretnry Hay and \

the Commissioners. there were present Ar-
thur W. Ferguson, otticiai Interpreter; also
Messrs. Hay and Gray, sons or the Score- j- J1tary and Senator, and several ladles of the '
party. '

The President stood at the further end of £the room, where the party ranged around 1
him. Taking the treaty, Judge Day ad- t
dressed the President.
Judge I>ny remained with the President

for dinner, intending to leave with Airs.
Day at 7:20 for Canton. Mr. Iteid returned -n

to New York to-night. Senator Gray went h
to ills home in Delaware, and Senators t
Davis and Frye remain at their homes In h
Washington. M

Small Fire Causes T'nule. t
A small five on the top flooy of the four-

story colored tenement at No. 356 West J,
Twenty-eighth slreet. occupied by Mrs, t
Rebecca Rice, caused a panic yesterday S
among the tenants. No one was hurt and c
the blaze was quickly extinguished. P
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+*Merritt's Assistant Inspec-^
tor-General Praises Highly i

the Filipino Leader. +

14niPl HMAT ANin A CHI HI F R
Lx I I uviTin i nn u/ n vvll/iui)* ^

+

On# of the Ablest Young Men +

the American Soldier Says, +

That He Has Ever Met. X
>
+

General C. A. Whittier, who was Assist- +
ant Inspector-General on General Merritt's T
staff In Manila, returned on the St. Louis +
with the Peace Commissioners. lie was

in duty in Manila until October 31, when X
lie was ordered to report to the Peace Com- 4uiissionat Paris. From August 20 to Oeto- T
'cr 31 lie was really the Government of Ma- X
intt. xsuiiug tiuit liiuu mi* port ui juauim t"

produced about $1,000,000 of revenue. ^"A million dollars should not be eonsid- +
wed as an average return from Manila,'- ^mid General Whittier, yesterday. "Mat- T
ers were absolutely chaotic when I took -V
johl. Under civilized control it would £je much more. With improved methods +:he richness of the Philippines Is inealcu- +
ai)le. The natives are thrifty and pretty
veil informed. They require either 110 +
government or one that will not interfere
ivitli their habits. They will be restive ^mder a vigorous government, but a little t
act will Insure pChce lu the Islands. "t
"AguinaldoV Yes, I met him nude he' +mines nearer being a great man than any

nan of twenty-nine years 1 ever knew. ^Remember, we count a man of twenty-nine X
is little more than a boy. He was able to 4loldhis own with us in every conference.There are_no more skilful diplomats than rsulniirni JJewey and General Jlerritt in +
ho world, but this Filipino boy has nevor! Xjeon placed at a disadvantage by either, X"Take his military career. Could any Xnan have done bettor? He went to Ma-j Xlila alone with Dewey. and when XDewey called on the Spanish authorities Xo remove their women and children and Xireparo for a shelling, they answered that £Jguinaldo's insurgents had them hemmed jx11 so they could not get the non-combat-! Xmts to a place of safety."
General Wliittier was asked for hisi'tews on the recent slaughter of Filipinos Xjy the Spanish troops at Hollo.
"We have expected something of the Xjort frofn flie beginning," he said, "but Xthe result is a surprise. I supposed we Twould hear of a Spanish repulse instead. XW'o have nothing to do with a light be- T

tween Spaniards and1 Filipinos, though this TWill be stopped."
General wliittier said Admiral Dewey; T

was not the dictator of the vhlllppiues T
my longer. When General Jlerritt arrived
lie became head of affairs, and when he " v-"
r.ft Cor,,,...! on.. ........ I- -n.
,,, ..ii» nitr 111 numoniy. au- ..nlral Dewey stays in bis flagship and dl-lUC
vets bis fleet, for what the navy won the
lrmy holds.

FILIPINO'S ENVO1!
Felipe Agonelllo, who, with the rank of earn

jenei'al in the army of Aguinaldo and as
he representative of the Filipinos, has trou
)een in Paris during the session of the all r
'enee Commission. arrived in this city *-r"V(
e&terduy on the steamship Ktruria. It was ^jj'.Jj,lis second visit, he having sailed from repu
lere for Paris on October 8. In the in-1 gove
erini be has not perceptibly improved his f"tu
ingllsb, and speaks It brokenly and with Ag
HITleulty. His secretary, Llxto Lopez, is be fl
iblo to express himself rather more flu- Oom
nt'.y. As the result of a somewhat labori- that
ills interview with Agonelllo, his views "H
reve made perfectly clear and may be set Pbil
lown in plain English as follows: "I Phil'
anuot, he began, "yet say whether I am unlet
atisiied or not \vltli the results of the do- had
Iberations of the Peace Commission, be- Oonf
ause, so far as the Philippine Islands are out
oncerned. nothing- has yet been decided, the
'hat is a subject still to be settled between they
he United States and my own people. out
Expect* Absolute I ndepeudenee. cuss

"What we arfk, and what we expect, Ls
bsolute independence. I deeni that the "U
lonor of the United States is pledged to Uil;p
hat. or it was distinctly declared, at the thin;
oglnning of the war between the United Was
hates and Spain, that the United States have
ras fighting only for humanity and not for ley.
erritory. "O
"In addition to that, all the dealings be- senti
ween American and Filipino officers and instr
flicials were based on the assumption that statu
he Flliniuos were to be independent. Fllippain had no right over us. and therefore Inct(
ould not cede the islands to America. Lune
low can one country take! what the other Ge

/,
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( DEMANDS I
lor give? It would be illogical and un-, c

^
tut I feel sure that there wil be no c;
bio, and that everything will come out
iglit. The Filipinos are capable of self-j e
rnment. There need be no fear on e:
.score. They are more 111 for it F
the (Jubans. A permanent Philippine

bite would be n dignified and creditable e,
rnment, with great possibilities for the A
re." h
At,/,!!!,. .<>1/1 Hinf hafni.« In., finer 1>..

lied his formal protest with the Peace a
mission, to pur on record the position A
the Filipinos held. tl
seemed to General Aguinaldo and the

ippine republic," said he, "that the] v
'pplrie question should not be discussed q
<s the representative of the Filipinos! |.|
both a scat and an equal voice at the e:
crencc. Of course, therefore, it was pduty to protest, when it seemed that aI'lifted Mates and Spain aeted as if p
had the right to dispose of us with- n.

lay consent 011 our part. I cannot dis- gjthe point further than flint. p.
He Will Go to Washington. ai

ut," continued the representative of the
linos; "1 have eoufldence that every- Jv
: will eotne out right. I am going to ei
hington from here and 1 expect to
a conference with President MeKiu- Hi

and all matters will lie gone over fully, fi
f course, in all this I am but ft repre-|sr
itivo of my government and act under b
actions as 1 receive them. i under-] fc
3. too. that on January M three more A
lino representatives will arrive a^ Wash- gi
>n from Hong Kong. They ar? Juan;

Ilr. I.ozardo and General Iliego." H
neral Agoncillo said he could not dis-1 to

7f.pj 1
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icial Representative of the
10s.

NOEPENDENCL
uss the American policy of expansion or
ha l effect on the Eastern question Amer(anacquisition in the Pacific would have.
"Of course, though, some of the other
ountries would look with jealousy on the
xtenalon of American power In the Pacific
'urther than that 1 cannot say."
In regard to the investment of American
apltal in Philippine enterprises, General
.goncillo answered with some liesitansy,
ein gapparently divided between a desire
i welcome capital in developing the Islndsand a contrary desire to prevent
lnericans from becoming too powerful
here.
Frequently in the course of the inte^
lew the (Jenernl escaped from too close

1., ..lo.nlhwf tivnoimnria of Hlf»
».» |iicauiu6 u»v..

inguage, and at such times uo amount of
spin nation would suffice to make the
olnts clear. Agoncilio was a member of
guinaldo's Cabinet In the rebellion against
iveria. Before the fall of Manila all th«
ative officials promulgated a document
lying Agoncilio powers as Minister Plcnlotentiaryto all the world. He was an
rtive agent of Aguinaldo, and almost his
)-oqual, especially in matters relat'ng to
nnkiug and financial interests and the
rocuring *> fsunplies. He has had cousld

ablediplomatic experience.
"V cannot say more than r have said of

inllyor than my definite instructions
out my home Government permit," he
ilrt in conelusion. "The Filipinos fought
raveiy 11s allies of the T'nlteil States
>rces, and 1 do not think that this great
inerlcnn Republic will treat us In any de

oeunfairly."
Agoncilio was driven to the Holland
louse. and expects to leave for Washingmthis morning.

I


